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ASHLEY BOROUGH COUNCIL MEETING 
SUMMARY MEETING MINUTES 

NOVEMBER 12, 2019 
 

 
49 West Cemetery Street, Ashley, Pennsylvania 
 
Meeting Start Time: 6:32 PM 
Meeting End Time:  8:08 PM 
 
Attendance: 
Gerald Maldonado-   Present 
Frank Sorokach-   Present 
Donna Schappert-   Present   
Brian Casey- Present  
Donald Sipple -    Present 
John Gibbons-    Present  
Mayor Donald Sipple, Sr.-  Present 
Borough Manager, Greg Gulick - Present 
Police Chief David Fedorczyk- Present 
Solicitor William E. Vinsko, Jr. - Present 
Andrew Kratz, Code Officer- Absent 
 
 
Meeting was called to Order by Council President John Gibbons.  Attorney Vinsko called roll 
call for the Council, Mayor and Borough Officials.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all. 
 

COUNCIL MEMBER PRESENTATIONS 
 
GERALD MALDONADO –  
 

1. R94 Ashley Street / Culvert Issue  - Mr. Maldonado expressed serious concerns 
about the existing culvert behind Rear 94 Ashley Street and behind the 4 adjacent houses.  
The culvert is not properly covered and is a danger to cars and people.  Mr. Maldonado 
passed around pictures of the property at Rear 94 Ashley Street as well as regarding the 
existing culvert along Stewart’s alley.  He asked Attorney Vinsko about the potential 
acquisition of Rear 94 Ashley Street.  Attorney Vinsko stated that if we cannot acquire it, 
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we can always attempt to get a court order for access due to the dangerous condition of the 
culvert and the property.  Mr. Maldonado acknowledged that certain property owners 
need access to the rear of their property, but the culvert is clearly a safety hazard at this 
point.   

 
2. Playground at Centennial Park – Mr. Maldonado stated that the fence around 
the playground was down.  He took plywood to block the area.  He also stated that the 
mulch is gone around the play area.  Mr. Bob Hess stated that there is also a problem 
where the old sliding board is because there are still pieces of metal there.  Mr. Maldonado 
reminded Mr. Hess that he did not want the sliding board removed and that he had the 
means and had arranged for it to be fixed when it was removed.   

 
3. Lokie (Locomotive Issue) – Mr. Maldonado asked about the status of the Lokie.  
Mr. Gibbons stated that the Borough is going to apply for an LSA Grant that will not be 
awarded until approximately June, 2020.  State Representative Eddie Day Pashinski is 
said to be pushing this through.  Mr. Maldonado announced that the Lokie will not be 
movable.  It will be stationary.   

 
4. Dog Feces in the Borough Building – Mr. Maldonado questioned whether or not 
it was true that there was dog feces found inside the Borough Building.  Mr. Gulick stated 
that it was true, that they found the culprit and it was removed. 

 
5. Property on Main Street (Approximately 110 / 104). – Mr. Maldonado stated 
that he witnessed a property on Main Street that had broken plate glass and debris all over 
it and on the sidewalk.  He acknowledged that when he saw it, the owner/representative 
cleaned up the glass.  Mr. Maldonado asked if we could find out the status on that 
property.  Mr. Hess stated that he knew which property he was referring to.   
 
6. Huber Breaker. – Mr. Maldonado confirmed that the Huber Breaker was sold at 
the Upset Tax Sale in October, 2019. 
 
7. Garbage on Alley Behind Bank Building – Mr. Maldonado asked about the 
status of the garage in need of repair behind the Bank Building.  Mr. Casey stated that it 
was owned by Wilbur Hauck and that he is working on it. 
 
8. Property Committee – Mr. Maldonado stated that the Property Committee 
needed to meet.   
 
9. Sewer Maintenance Fee Delinquency Update – Mr. Maldonado confirmed that 
Attorney Vinsko had provided the September, 2019 delinquency report to him from 
Wyoming Valley Sanitary Authority.  He asked if there was any further update.  Attorney 
Vinsko and Mr. Gulick confirmed that the new disc from WVSA had not yet been issued.   
 
10. Fill on Knockers Bar Land – Mr. Maldonado noticed that there is an extensive 
amount of fill on the Knockers Bar land.  He asked if anyone knew where it was coming 
from.  It was believed to be brought in by the owner of Knockers Bar. 



 
 

3 
 

 
FRANK SOROKACH –  
 

1. 2020 Budget  - Mr. Sorokach asked Mr. Gulick for an update on the sewer fees 
and permits.  Mr. Gulick stated that he would get that information for him.   
 
2. Demolition Grants – Mr. Sorokach asked to have Jason Fitzgerald and Penn 
Strategies to get involved with county grants for demolition of blighted properties.  Mr. 
Gibbons stated that he would notify Mr. Fitzgerald.  Mr. Gulick stated that the Borough 
submitted grant requests to the county CDBG office for road paving this year.  Mr. 
Maldonado acknowledged that the county no longer gives the $75,000 grants for 
demolition.  They do it on a “property-by-property” basis.   
 
3. Blue Coal Sale – Mr. Sorokach asked Attorney Vinsko to follow up on the 
bankruptcy for the blue coal property to see if the Borough could recover the tax money.  
Attorney Vinsko acknowledged that he would reach out to William Finnegan, Esquire, 
who was handling the matter on behalf of the Hanover Area School District. 
 

 
DONNA SCHAPPERT – Nothing for this Meeting 
 
BRIAN CASEY – Nothing for this Meeting  
 
DONALD SIPPLE – Nothing for this Meeting 
 
JOHN GIBBONS – Nothing for this Meeting 
  
 Attorney Vinsko was asked by Mr. Gibbons to address the offer for sale for the 
Centennial Park land.  There was an offer submitted by PWP, LLC and/or assigns for the purchase 
of the Centennial Park for the total amount of $140,000.  There are several contingencies in the 
Agreement of Sale attached to the meeting minutes.  Attorney Vinsko added that the deed for the 
Miner Park had been delivered and would be filed after the meeting since the Borough Council 
authorized the receipt and recording.  Several questions and concerns arose from the public 
regarding whether there would be a park for the children between the time of the sale and the 
construction of the new park at Miner Park.  There were numerous concerns about the alleged 
contamination at Miner Park and whether a park could or should be built at that location.  One 
resident, James Barberio, stated that there originally was no contamination until the owners of 
the Huber Breaker demolished structures and that the contaminates ended up on that site.  Mr. 
Gibbons acknowledged that there is some remediation that must occur there, but that has always 
been considered.  Attorney Vinsko announced that since the Borough will have legal title to Miner 
Park, the final Orphan’s Court issues could be addressed to remove and replace the legal deed 
restriction from Centennial Park to Miner Park.  Certain residents argued that they believed that 
either Attorney Vinsko or Mr. Gibbons previously stated that the Miner Park playground would 
be build before Centennial Park was sold.  Attorney Vinsko stated that he had no recollection of 
any such statement.  Mr. Gibbons further confirmed that DCNR approved the sale.  Mr. Stephen 
Franco, the owner of PWP, LLC, was present and confirmed that once under contract, he would 
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work with the Borough regarding the playground at Centennial Park realizing how important it 
was.  Mr. Maldonado asked if a traffic study was performed.  Mr. Franco stated that there was 
not but that it would be part of the due diligence process.  Given the issues raised, Mr. Sorokach 
announced that he wanted to put a hold on this sale.  Mr. Gibbons stated that the issues with Miner 
Park were also known to exist by State Representative Eddie Day Pashinski and John Yudichak 
since they were provided reports and pictures and further advised of the intended use.   
 
 Next, there was a sealed bid for the purchase and renovation of the former Borough 
Building.  This offer was by Stephen Franco.  Mr. Franco stated that the building would be a 
mixed-use building with a food court planned for the first floor.  He also stated that he intended to 
put his office on the first floor, and maybe a real estate brokerage.  Mr. Barberio asked if the 
property was readvertised because Council had previously stated and intended for the sale to be 
re-advertised.  Mr. Gibbons confirmed that the sale was not readvertised.  Attorney Vinsko did 
confirm that the sale of the building was once advertised in 2019 and there were no bids.  
Pennsylvania law did not require the readvertisement.  Mr. Maldonado asked about the parking 
for the property.  Mr. Franco stated that his bid for the property he did not intend to purchase the 
parking lot.  He would enter into an agreement with the Borough.  There was a discussion as to 
whether it had to be paved.  Mr. Gibbons stated that there is no requirement that the parking lot 
be paved.  The only requirement is that there be proper drainage according to the Zoning 
Ordinance.  Mr. Franco did not want to spend money on the parking lot.  Attorney Vinsko stated 
that the bid should be passed around to all of Council and considered for the next Council Meeting.  
No action would be taken this evening.  Mr. Barberio suggested that the new council coming in 
next year should consider this.  At the conclusion of the discussion, resident Scot Martinelli, 
called out several residents for disrespecting Mr. Franco who was simply a business man who 
made an effort to acquire property and improve the downtown.   
 
MAYOR SIPPLE - Nothing for this Meeting. 
 
BOROUGH MANAGER – Mr. Gulick gave the financial report.  He also announced that during 

his tenure since 2013 that he has had 43 audits with no findings and each one balanced to 
the penny.  Finally, Mr. Gulick announced that he had just received a bid for Franchelli 
Enterprises to install a water service to the old Borough Building for $5,200.  Mr. 
Maldonado asked if the sewer fees go into the General Fund.  Mr. Gulick confirmed that 
they do, but under the chart of accounts, the Borough has its own Sewer Account within 
the General Fund.  Mr. Sorokach asked about the litigation costs to Elliott, Greenleaf and 
Dean and whether once the $15,000 is paid if anything further would be due.  Mr. Gulick 
confirmed that it would not.  He also stated that if we have one more lawsuit, the deductible 
would be increased to $25,000 per occurrence and the annual premium would be increased 
to $100,000.   

 
 
CHIEF FEDORCZYK – Chief Fedorczyk gave the Police Report.  He also addressed the recent 

arson fire at Bentley’s, a pursuit of a PFA Violator and the use of automatic weapons in 
the Borough for which arrests were made with additional warrants out. 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Mr. Maldonado announced that the Property Committee was supposed to meet but did not.   
 
Mr. Casey stated that the Personnel Committee interviewed Carl Alber for the Code Enforcement 

Position.  He currently works in Dallas.  Mr. Casey stated that he did not believe the 
Borough should move forward on this at this time.  Mr. Sorokach suggested that the 
Borough wait until January and let the new Council deal with it. 

 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
SCOT MARTINELLI – Thanked the Borough for his appointment to the Economic Development 

Authority.  He also addressed the fact that people are putting garbage out on Main Street 
everyday even though they are not supposed to and it looks bad.  Mr. Sipple stated that 
the ordinances in this respect are not being enforced.  Mr. Martinelli also announced that 
he is holding a grand opening at the Grand Bank on December 14, 2019 from 11-2 and the 
public is invited. 

 
STEPHEN FRANCO – Discussed that there are many blighted property owners who he has 

approached with the hopes of rehabbing the properties, but they do not respond favorably.   
 

LEGISLATION 
 
 
RESOLUTION 81 OF 2019 – A Resolution authorizing the October, 2019, bills in the amount 
of $37,189.21 
 
 Date:  November 12, 2019 
 
 Motion: FRANK SOROKACH  Second: GERALD MALDONADO 
 
Donald Sipple  -  Y  Donna Schappert -  Y  PASS 
Brian Casey  - Y  Frank Sorokach -  Y 
Gerald Maldonado -  Y   John Gibbons -  Y 
 
 
RESOLUTION 82 OF 2019 – A Resolution authorizing the Borough to apply for an LSA Gaming 
Grant for the Ashley Borough Municipal Project in the amount of $389,089.65. 
 
 Date:  November 12, 2019 
 
 Motion: JOHN GIBBONS  Second: BRIAN CASEY 
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Donald Sipple  -  Y  Donna Schappert -  Y  PASS 
Brian Casey  - Y  Frank Sorokach -  Y 
Gerald Maldonado -  Y   John Gibbons -  Y 
 
Mr. Gulick stated that the $389,000 is needed to finish the existing Borough Building for the final 
certificate of occupancy.  Currently, the Borough is open only under a temporary certificate of 
occupancy.  The money would be used for security for the police, security for the Borough staff, 
and upgrades for the Borough Garage for the Street Department.   
 
 
RESOLUTION 83 OF 2019 – A Resolution approving the 2020 Municipal Budget for Ashley 
Borough in the amount of $1,117,653.16. 
 
 Date:  November 12, 2019 
 
 Motion: BRIAN CASEY  Second: DONNA SCHAPPERT 
 
Donald Sipple  -  Y  Donna Schappert -  Y  PASS 
Brian Casey  - Y  Frank Sorokach -  Y 
Gerald Maldonado -  Y   John Gibbons -  Y 
 
 
RESOLUTION 84 OF 2019 – A Resolution approving the submission of the PennDot 
Multimodal Transportation Grant for the Main Street Renovation Project, Phase #2 in the amount 
of $2,500,000.00. 
 
 Date:  November 12, 2019 
 
 Motion: FRANK SOROKACH  Second: DONALD SIPPLE 
 
Donald Sipple  -  Y  Donna Schappert -  Y  PASS 
Brian Casey  - Y  Frank Sorokach -  Y 
Gerald Maldonado -  Y   John Gibbons -  Y 
 
 
RESOLUTION 85 OF 2019 – A Resolution authorizing the Borough Manager to apply for a 
letter of credit in the amount of $74,100.00 for the Highway Occupancy Application #188593 for 
a Driveway at SR 2010/0120/0940. 
 
 Date:  November 12, 2019 
 
 Motion: BRIAN CASEY  Second: JOHN GIBBONS 
 
Donald Sipple  -  Y  Donna Schappert -  Y  PASS 
Brian Casey  - Y  Frank Sorokach -  NO 
Gerald Maldonado -  NO   John Gibbons -  Y 
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RESOLUTION 86 OF 2019 – A Resolution to approve the sale of Centennial Park to PWP, LLC 
for $140,000 in accordance with the Agreement of Sale, contingent upon the due diligence. 
 
 Date:  November 12, 2019 
 
 Motion: DONALD SIPPLE  Second: BRIAN CASEY 
 
Donald Sipple  -  Y  Donna Schappert -  Y  PASS 
Brian Casey  - Y  Frank Sorokach -  NO 
Gerald Maldonado -  NO   John Gibbons -  Y 
 
 
RESOLUTION 87 OF 2019 – A Resolution to approve the installation of water service to the old 
Borough Building for $5200 to Franchelli Enterprises. 
 
 Date:  November 12, 2019 
 
 Motion: DONNA SCHAPPERT  Second: BRIAN CASEY 
 
Donald Sipple  -  Y  Donna Schappert -  Y  PASS 
Brian Casey  - Y  Frank Sorokach -  NO 
Gerald Maldonado -  NO   John Gibbons -  Y 
 
Mr. Maldonado stated that this should go before the Property Committee.  He stated that Mr. 
Gulick was supposed to schedule a meeting.  Mr. Gulick confirmed that he had three phone calls 
and only Franchelli Enterprises chose to bid.  Additionally, the bid only came in today before the 
meeting, so the Property Committee would not have had time to meet.   
 
 
RESOLUTION 87 OF 2019 – A Resolution to authorizing the Borough to apply for an LSA 
Grant for the Lokie for $30,000. 
 
 Date:  November 12, 2019 
 
 Motion: JOHN GIBBONS  Second: GERALD MALDONADO 
 
Donald Sipple  -  Y  Donna Schappert -  Y  PASS 
Brian Casey  - Y  Frank Sorokach -  Y 
Gerald Maldonado -  Y   John Gibbons -  Y 
 
Mr. Gibbons confirmed that nothing will be done unless we get this second grant.  Mr. Sipple 
confirmed that if this does not come through the project is dead. 
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RESOLUTION 88 OF 2019 – A Resolution authorizing the Borough to address the culvert on 
Stewarts Alley by blocking it off from R94 Ashley Street to the old Evanoski’s Store. 
 
 Date:  November 12, 2019 
 
 Motion: GERALD MALDONADO  Second: FRANK SOROKACH 
 
Donald Sipple  -  Y  Donna Schappert -  Y  PASS 
Brian Casey  - Y  Frank Sorokach -  Y 
Gerald Maldonado -  Y   John Gibbons -  Y 
 
 
RESOLUTION 89 OF 2019 – A Resolution authorizing the October, 2019 payroll in the amount 
of $35,727.81. 
 
 Date:  November 12, 2019 
 
 Motion: DONNA SCHAPPERT  Second: DONALD SIPPLE 
 
Donald Sipple  -  Y  Donna Schappert -  Y  PASS 
Brian Casey  - Y  Frank Sorokach -  Y 
Gerald Maldonado -  Y   John Gibbons -  Y 
 
 
 
Meeting Ended at 8:08 PM. 
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